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A Better Idea: Cloze Procedure
By John Elicker

Failure in reading is too often
failure in most other areas of school. A
child who has failed during elementary
years due to reading problems comes
to the junior high expecting more of
the same; the problem is: he often gets
,it. And, after seven years of failure
there is nothing he needs any less than
more failure.

tests is determined. The test with the
average closest to the average of all the
tests is selected. The other tests are
discarded.
Below is an example of a portion of
a test we formulated using one of our
eighth grade texts.
A root tripped me ...... through
me flat in ...... trail that led through
blueberry thicket. For a
...... I was too tired ...... stir. I
lay there, ...... on my arms, feeling
...... I'd been · foolhardy fo ..... .
out alone on a ...... hike across an
unfamiliar . . . . . . . Yet I comforted
myself . . . . . . the thought that it
. . . . . . not much farther ...... the
coast fox ranch . . . . . . . was my
destination.
(from "One Alaska Night," Barrett
Willoughby, Focus, ed. Stephen
Dunning, Scott, Foresman, and Co.
1969 p328.)
.

We are presently in the third year
of an experimental program designed
to help this student. Of the 120 eighth
grade students we work with, 30 are at
the 5th grade reading level, or below.
Two of the problems we have tried
to solve have been the selection of
appropriate materials at the students'
reading level; and helping them
understand the materials they read. In
the past we depended on formulas but
now there seems to be a better idea.
This better idea is the cloze system
- a system that offers immediate help
to us in our present work as well as
several ideas for future experimentation.

According to Bormuth (3) a score
of 44-57% correct responses indicates
the text is suitable for the instructional level. Above 57% indicates use
in independent study.

The cloze system first developed by
Taylor (7) takes the form of
fill-in-the-blank. A passage has certain
words deleted from it. The subject,
then, attempts to complete the blanks
with the correct words.

Hafner ( 4) compiled summaries of
24 separate studies concerning the
cloze procedure and its various
applications. These studies set forth
the following conclusions.

More recently, Bormuth (3) has set
up his own formula. Select six to
twelve passages from a book using
random selection. Each passage should
begin at the beginning of a paragraph
and should be 250 words in length.
Every fifth item is deleted ' and
replaced by a standard length blank.
The test is given to 25-30 students at
the level at which the text is most
commonly used. The average of all the

I. The cloze system can be used
quickly and easily.
2. It is versatile - can be used with
materials from elementary to adult
level.
3. It actively involves the reader.
4. It is a good measure of how well
students understand materials they
have not previously seen.
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addition to those listed (previously,)
it offers the following as immediate
sources of help:

5. It can predict scores on tests
designed to measure several types of
reading comprehension in literature,
social studies, and science materials.
6. It can help problem readers focus
attention on words basic to meaning.
7. It can improve the reading
comprehension of foreign students.
8. Shows how writing style affects
readability.
9. Gives indications of personality
variables.
Most of these studies set forth the
strengths of the doze system. There
were, however, a few weaknesses or
cautions pointed out by other studies.
Bormuth (2) indicated there is no way
to say whether any given doze test
score represents an "acceptable"
(quotes his) level of performance by
the student who made the score. The
readability researcher must make such
a judgement; he must have a frame of
reference in order to scale the
passages.
Heitzman and Bloomer (5) conclude that the value of the doze
procedure for teaching comprehension
is a function of the procedure plus the
method by which it is delivered. The
same study also pointed out that the
doze methodology contains two
variables: one, reinforcement for a
correct response regardless of whether
it is the precise word used by the
author; and two, a motivational
arrangement whereby the individuals
progress through the doze procedure
·material is related to the quality of his
responses.
Some
studies,
for
example
Schneyer ( 6), scored only the responses
that were precisely the same as those
deleted. But the majority of the
studies, most notable Bloomer (1),
counted as correct words with the
same meaning.
Regardless of these above weaknesses or differences in scoring, the
cloze procedure offers many possibilities to the classroom teacher. In

1. Determine readability level .of
classroom materials.
2. Measure comprehension.
3. Improve comprehension.
These uses will help the teacher not
only with those students with reading
problems, but also with all of his
students.
In addition to immediate help, the
doze procedure opens up many areas
for further study.
1. To determine the effects of
writing style on readability.
2. Predict scores on other tests e.g., literature, social studies, science.
3. Experiment to see correlation of
doze scores to scores on intelligence
tests.
4. One c,tudy we are currently
conducting is to compare the cloze
comprehension levels with levels
indicated by a standardized reading
test.
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